Christmas 2019
Dear Friends,
All I want for Christmas is my two front teeth! At the October Synod Together
mee"ng in October we said farewell to Revd Nicola Furley-Smith a(er 8½ years
as Moderator of Southern Synod. We wish her well as she takes up her new
role as Secretary to Ministries in the URC na"onally. She has certainly le( a gap
in our lives and, for now, that gap is being ﬁlled by the two of us - (Rev’d Bridget
Banks and Rev’d George Wa6), supported by Rev’d Paul Dean—covering the
Ecumenical work of the Synod. We hope that someone will be in post by the
summer of next year. Please pray that the right person will be found to
permanently ﬁll the gap.
But there is something endearing about the smile of someone missing their two
front teeth! It makes you aware of the other teeth which are every bit as
important as the front ones. And we would remind you that the Synod is also
made up of the Oﬃce and Field Staﬀ, the Ministers, Local Church Leaders,
Elders and all the members and adherents of our local churches – all playing
our part in the mission of the Church. Let us smile broadly and celebrate each
other.
As Chris"ans, what we long for aren’t shiny new incisors but more of God’s
kingdom. At Christmas we celebrate the coming of Christ to ﬁll the gaps in our
lives and in our world. He comes to bring light in our darkness, hope in our
despair and peace in our troubled world. We are invited to come and gaze on
the baby born in a humble stable. He was the one that had been longed for
and wished for, to rescue and to save.
But it wasn’t a one-oﬀ event. Christ comes afresh to the present troubled
world to bring light, hope and peace. At the "me of wri"ng this le6er we are
preparing for a General Elec"on and poli"cians are promising how to cure the
ills of the present world. Promises can sound very easy; the hard thing is
making it a reality. We rejoice that God didn’t just promise us that he would
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love us, but showed it in a very tangible way by sending Jesus into the
world. As unbelievable as it may sound, this was part of God‘s plan to
change hearts, minds and the whole world. As John Bell & Graham Maule
from Wild Goose put it:
Who would think that what was needed
To transform and save the earth
Might not be a plan or army,
Proud in purpose, proved in worth?
Who would think, despite derision,
That a child should lead the way?
God surprises earth with heaven,
Coming here on Christmas Day.
This is the Good News that we will be celebra"ng in our churches when
there are so many challenges and so much uncertainty in our world today.
But we are also invited to join in with this work. We all have a part to
play. At the recent LICC, (London Ins"tute of Contemporary Chris"anity),
day we were encouraged to avoid saying ‘I am just a…’ as though we have
no part in God’s work. So, we should avoid thinking that we are just a
ﬂorist, bin man, accountant, grandparent. We all have a part to play in
ﬁlling the gaps in our world today. We can be the answer to our own
prayers ‘All I want is…’ As we rejoice in God sending his Son into the
world, may we discover how he sends us to con"nue the work that he
began.
We would like to wish all of you in local churches a happy and peaceful
Christmas. And may you faithfully proclaim that Christ has been born
amongst us bringing light in our darkness, hope where there is despair
and peace where there is unrest.
God bless.

Revd Bridget Banks

Revd George Wa6
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Message from the Rev’d Derek Wales
Dear Friends,
Invited to write this piece for the magazine, I thought it might be helpful to
explain the process for calling a URC minister. This is rooted in the teaching of
one of our parent tradi"ons, Congrega"onalism, that the ﬁrst seat of authority in
the church is the local congrega"on. This has, of course, been modiﬁed over the
years as churches have found strength in working closely together, but it s"ll
counters tendencies towards a ‘top down’ approach .The wider church cannot
‘appoint’ a minister: it can only oﬀer one; it is then for the congrega on to
decide whether or not to call him or her.
But can the URC ﬁnd one to suggest to Christ Church at this moment? The
process begins with the Synod declaring a vacancy and deciding whether or not a
congrega"on has the poten"al to beneﬁt from ministerial leadership and, if so,
how much of a minister’s "me can be spent in that congrega"on; this is called
‘scoping’ and it clearly has to take into account the needs of other churches for
ministers and other forms of work in the Synod that require ministerial input.
Each of the twelve Synods in England and Wales and the Synod of Scotland has a
quota of ministers whom it can deploy. The task of matching a minister with a
pastorate which they might want to serve falls to the monthly mee"ng of all the
Synod Moderators, who have before them the proﬁles of churches whose
vacancy has been declared and who know the wishes of minsters who are
seeking a move – or some"mes whom the Moderators think ought to move!
When a ‘match’ is suggested the relevant Synod Moderator will then introduce
the minister to the congrega on.
Some people have expressed surprise that the process does not begin before a
vacancy occurs, though churches can prepare their proﬁle in advance.
Historically the URC has taken this path - a vacancy generally being seen
posi"vely as a breathing-space, a "me when a church can reﬂect on its resources
and direc"on. But that does depend to some extent on a church having a strong
body of members able to take a lead, which is less and less the case in recent
"mes.
So, at Christ Church, we are wai"ng for that message from the Moderator. There
are, sadly, fewer ministers in the URC and that means lengthy waits for many
churches. (When did anyone from Christ Church last oﬀer for the ordained
ministry? Have we always relied on other churches)? We hope soon to have an
Interim Moderator appointed,* but their task is chieﬂy to guide the church in
seeking a new minister – they are not an Interim Minister, though their guidance
and help may be sought in other aspects of church life. In the mean"me we are
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fortunate to have Elders, Trustees and members willing to bear burdens and take
a lead and, with the support of the Methodist Circuit, we trust that we shall be
able to maintain our witness, worship and pastoral care in a way that honours
Jesus Christ and his Church and supports us all in our walk with God. ……..
Derek
* The new moderator is the Rev’d Kenneth Lynch

Message from Doreen Field—senior elder
Prepara on for a new Minister
In accordance with our cons"tu"on Christ Church invites alternate Methodist
and URC ministers. We are now seeking a URC minister following the departure
of Rev’d Pauline Crispin and a vacancy was declared by the Southern Synod in
July. A Christ Church proﬁle was submi,ed to the URC Southern Synod and
mee"ngs were held during the year with Rev’d Nicola Furley-Smith and Rev’d
Ian SuLe to clarify the process of seeking a new minister and agreeing interim
arrangements for managing Christ Church.
In the past few weeks we have heard that Rev’d Kenneth Lynch has oﬀered to be
our Interim Moderator. Kenneth took a service at Christ Church recently which
was well received and we look forward to him taking up the posi"on of Interim
Moderator. Kenneth will chair our various mee ngs and, along with Ian SuLe,
lead on the process of appoin ng a new minister.
Current Arrangements
Rev’d Ian Field and Rev’d Derek Wales, two re"red ministers at Christ Church,
agreed to their contact details being on the church answer phone. This means
we are able to con"nue to provide local ministerial contact in emergencies. We
are very apprecia"ve of this cover during the interim period. Yvonne Piper’s
contact is provided for booking enquiries. We are also apprecia"ve of the many
circuit ministers, local preachers and others from beyond the circuit who have
led our worship since August this year.
It has also been most encouraging that folk have oﬀered to train for various key
posi ons within the church. We now have addi"onal Sound and Visual
operators, including a young person. New Welcomers for Sunday services are on
board and new people are on the Outreach team. Prac"cal tasks around the
church are being carried out by new volunteers with one person being happy to
climb a ladder! We are also blessed with a regular number of new friends
ﬁnding their way to our door; some have checked out our website and have
then checked out our church! A number of visitors have stayed with us and that
is due, in no small measure, to the friendly Christ Church welcome.
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Posi ons vacant!
It would be helpful to have some more people assis"ng with Church Opening
during the week – please contact Chris ne Gould if you feel you could help in
this way. We need a Property Commi,ee; a few people to oversee the
con"nuing maintenance of our building is a sign of our prac"cal discipleship and
a requirement of our parent church denomina"ons. Please see Pam Parsons if
you feel this is for you.
New Elders
This year will see two Elders stepping down, Gill Constable and Gilly Hansford.
Both have given valuable service and the team and the church has beneﬁted
from their many gi(s. Gill will con"nue as Safeguarding oﬃcer and Gilly as
Pastoral Coordinator. Four new Elders have been nominated in order to grow
the team to help with the various projects and weekly du"es. They are Karen
Lillington, Debbie Mabbi,, Elizabeth Manson and Margaret Mar n. They will
be joining Dorothy Armah, Doreen Field, David Morrow, Pam Parsons, and Julia
Su,on. It is very reassuring to have new, and not so new, people on board who,
I am sure, will bring a wealth of Chris"an experience from wherever they have
served in the past.
Lay Worker
Following a further round of adver"sing at the University of Chichester, we have
interviewed two people—both studying musical theatre—and have now oﬀered
the post of Youth Worker to Anna Vowles. Following the required checks and
completed contract Anna will start working as our youth worker for 12 hours a
week. The contract is for one year ini"ally from the start of appointment and is
funded by the Methodist Circuit. Ini"ally Anna will be working with the Lay
Worker support group to design and adver se a new youth group via social
media, local newspapers, schools etc. We aim to a6ract young people from the
age of 12 years with an interest in drama. The aim of the Youth Group is to oﬀer
opportuni"es to young people to develop life skills through a variety of crea"ve
arts ac"vi"es in a Chris"an environment—further details to follow!
Looking Forward
During this interregnum I am op"mis"c that we can con"nue to work together
to maintain and develop the work of God’s Kingdom here at Christ Church and in
our community. We need to keep our eye on the council planning for the south
of the city. I understand that planning is in the early stages to develop housing,
shops and leisure facili"es. We need to connect with the planners as
opportuni"es arise, so that Christ Church is ready to engage in outreach
ac"vi"es with new neighbours.
Doreen
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Time for Prayer

Loving God, help us to remember the birth of Jesus
that we may share in the song of the angels,
the gladness of the shepherds
and the worship of the wise men.

Close the door of hate
and open the door of love
over all the world.
Let kindness come with every gi?
and good desires with every gree ng.

Deliver us from evil
with the blessing which Christ brings
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
Vanessa Bastow
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Global Justice Now
In a recent report GJN says:
“Inequality of wealth and power is growing.
Fewer than 62 people own more wealth than half the world's popula"on. We
live in a deeply unjust world where many millions of people cannot access the
resources they need because a small elite use them to generate incredible
wealth and power for themselves. This takeover of resources by big business,
including everything from food to healthcare, energy to water, has been
facilitated by poli"cal elites. Our democracy is subverted, fuelling poverty,
inequality and injus"ce.
Poverty and injus"ce remain most acute in the global south, but there are also
deepening levels of poverty in ‘rich’ countries and a ‘1%’ in the global south
too.
Another world is possible
We are ﬁgh"ng for a world of economic and social jus"ce, where resources
and decisions about how they are used lie in the hands of the many, not the
few.
Trade has always been part of society and, in itself, it could be a good thing.
But trade deals are no longer just about selling more goods to other countries.
Instead, they are o(en about giving huge new powers to big business, aﬀec"ng
every aspect of society from the public services to online privacy, from
environmental protec"on to food standards.
We are campaigning to ensure trade deals work for people and planet. We are
doing this by ﬁgh"ng for parliament to have the powers to scru"nise and
approve future trade deals, to challenge future UK trade deals and to make
sure they do not include corporate courts.

Trade a?er Brexit
The UK government is lining up a ra( of new trade deals post-Brexit which
could pose huge threats on the environment, public services and food and
agricultural standards. We will oppose future trade deals that harm people and
planet.
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Corporate courts
Trade and investment deals are giving big business unique powers to sue
governments for democra"c decisions that aﬀect corporate proﬁt. We are
calling for an end to these corporate courts.”
There is huge concern locally, as well as na"onally, about the eﬀects of these
two issues and representa"on was made to Gillian Keegan, the MP for
Chichester, as part of the Climate Change Rally in London in the summer. At a
subsequent local mee"ng with her diﬀerent campaigning organisa"ons,
including Chris"an Aid, it was highlighted that there was a real probability that
unregulated trade deals could cause environmental damage and a big threat to
people and their living standards.
Anne Wales

Christian Aid Matters
A le6er from Chris"an Aid, sent under Commitment for Life cover says:
“Chris"an Aid has announced that it must take steps to deliver greater impact
in the communi"es with which it works, and to deepen levels of support in
Britain and Ireland...the senior leadership and trustees have made the diﬃcult
decisions to exit from some countries, and instead, in some cases, work
regionally to have greater impact. These diﬃcult decisions have been tested
against the new strategy as well as against global poverty, vulnerabili"es and in
equality....... Your commitment to Commitment for Life is more important to
Chris"an Aid than ever, as we work with the URC to be true agency of the
church and respond to ……………poverty where the needs are greatest.”
This change will not directly aﬀect us as, at the moment, our Commitment for
Life focus is on Bangladesh where Chris"an Aid will con"nue working.
Thank you to those who contributed to our Commitment for Life appeal in
October.
A further opportunity to support Chris"an Aid will be at the
Bread and Soup lunches at Christ Church 12 – 1:30 pm on these Wednesdays:
27th November (organised by St Wilfrid’s and St Paul’s)
4th December (organised by the Cathedral)
11th December (organised by St Richard’s)
18th December (organised by Christ Church and Immanuel)
Derek Wales
9

Calendar for December 2019, January & February 2020
1st Dec
th

*8 Dec

10:30 am
9:00 am
10:30 am

15th Dec

**10:30 am
4:00 pm

22rd Dec

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
All age worship
Toy Service

The Rev’d John Jennings
The Rev’d Derek Wales
The Rev’d Ian Field

Family worship
Chris"ngle

The Rev’d Andrew Twilley
Debbie M & Tina T

10:30 am
6:00 pm

Family worship
Carols by Candlelight

Mr David Booth
The Rev’d Ian Field

25th Dec

10:00 am

Christmas Day

The Rev’d Derek Wales

29th Dec

10:30 am

Family Worship

Mrs Wendy Corney

5th Jan

10:30 am

Holy Communion

The Rev’d Nigel Uden

12th Jan

9:00 am
10:30 am

Holy Communion
All age worship

10:30 am

Family worship

The Rev’d Anthony Brazier
Mr Chris Azarro
The Rev’d Leslie Judd

th

19 Jan

church anniversary

3:30 pm
26th Jan

10:30 am
6:00 pm

Messy Church
Family worship
Reﬂec"ve service

Debbie M & Tina T
Mr David Booth
Mr John Meredith

2nd Feb

10:30 am

Holy Communion

The Rev’d Derek Wales

9th Feb

9:00 am
10:30 am

Holy Communion
All age worship

The Rev’d John Wren
The Rev’d Ian Field

16th Feb

10:30 am

Family worship

Mr John Carr

23rd Feb

10:30 am
6:00 pm

Family worship
Reﬂec"ve service

Mrs Wendy Corney
Mr Brian Kelly

* Please bring wooden educa onal toys and hard back books for the younger
children at Home Start. Other gi(s will go to the Food Bank. A group from
Christ Church will be singing at Home Start’s party on Thursday 13th December

For current informa on and news about services & events:
look out for the posters and ﬂyers in the lounge
or look us up on Facebook
or, be6er s"ll, don’t forget the Church’s website:
www.christchurchchichester.com
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Remembering our Church Family

Terry Timblick

Mary Banks (1934 – September 2019) Ida Bradford (1919 – October 2019)
Membership - since 2002 - of the
Women’s Fellowship and East Broyle
house group were instances of her
staunch loyalty, accompanied by deep
biblical knowledge and northern sense of
humour. Formidable Scrabble opponent.
Died a month shy of a century.

had crea"vity and service as prime
threads of her life. In Chichester, since
2004, she taught catering at the
college, was ac"ve in the Women’s
Fellowship at CC, and provided sewing
skills for our costume dramas and
banners.

**Kni,ed Angels

BIBLE SOCIETY QUIZ

Last ‘Knit and Na,er’
2:30 — 4:30 pm 2nd December

Thank you to everyone who supported
this event on 21 September
£468 proﬁt was achieved
Chris1ane Rolls

Angels to be completed by 8th December
(commissioned on 15th December)

Christmas at Christ Church
Come and join us in our Christmas Celebra$ons
8th December 10:30 am

15th December 4 pm

Toy Service
“Let all the world in every corner sing.”
(Toys for Homestart)

Chris ngle Service
22nd December 6 pm

15th December 10:30 am
** Commissioning of the Kni6ed Angels
Look out for them appearing as free gi<s
in Chichester city centre

Carols by Candlelight
25th December 10 am
All Age Worship

All ages are assured of
a very warm welcome

Next Church Mee$ng

Spring Magazine deadline

Thursday, 20th February 7:30 pm

Sunday, 2nd February 2020

If you have items to raise
at the mee"ng, please advise
Wendy Corney
by Sunday, 9th February

email contribu1ons to

chichristchurch@googlemail.com
or put in envelope marked ‘Church Magazine’
& put through le5erbox in the Church Oﬃce
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ALL HERE AT CHRIST CHURCH
Wednesdays in Advent 12 noon—1:30 pm
In conjunc"on with our ecumenical partners
Please support these lunches where your
dona ons will be wisely used by Chris an Aid
in its valuable work of relieving poverty and
working for jus ce around the world

Church Opening
I would like to take this opportunity to say a very BIG THANK YOU to all the
volunteers who give their "me and energy uns"n"ngly to keeping our doors
open every day of the week, virtually every week of the year.
A warm welcome and a warm drink awaits those who enter. Please support
us by calling in for a coﬀee or by oﬀering to help.
We will be taking a break for the Christmas/New Year period from
Monday, 23rd December to Thursday, 2nd January 2020.
Season’s Gree1ngs—Chris1ne Gould

Carol Singing outside Chichester Fes val Theatre
The usual group—led by St Paul’s Church—will be singing a(er all of the
performances of The Wizard of Oz before Christmas Day—see the schedule of
performances available on the CFT website . (Es"mated "mes 4 pm and 9 pm)
but keep an eye on the rolling no"ces for updated informa"on.

Pos ng soon, a Christmas card created by
Chris na Carter for Jeel al-Amal Boys Home
in Jerusalem which she visited with fellow
pilgrims from Christ Church last year.
The school, founded in 1972, has many
orphans among its pupils and is aﬃliated to
the Pales nian Educa on Authority.
Please sign the card when you give your
dona on.
12
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Moments at the Barn Dance
Helen Floyd was the caller on an
Autumn evening in October ……..
“Let’s link arms…”
“Are you sure you
know what you’re
doing?”

“Well, we deﬁnitely have to join hands…
so that’s a start!”

“Oh good!
We can stand still and clap.
I needed a bit of a rest.”
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“We’re doing a lot of clapping I thought this was meant to be
a dance…”

“Making stars —
we’re getting sophisticated now…”

“After all this dancing
we’re getting hungry…

Where’s the food?”
“Thank you, ladies - good
food - and smiles as well!”
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How appropriate —
the minister is showing
the way...

“And again —
we’re getting good at this!”

Meridian Music
Tea-Time Concerts at Christ Church
LOCAL PERFORMERS
Vocal, Instrumental, Words & Music
Every 2nd Sunday in the month

Next Concert
Sunday 8th December
NEW TIME 3 pm to 4 pm

Free Entry
Dona ons in aid of Christ Church Funds
Tea and Refreshments served a?er the concert
If you are interested in performing,
or know someone who would like to perform in future concerts,
please contact Louise on: 07985 606670
or email: louise.slrussell@b$nternet.com
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Christian Crackers
(thanks to Phil Mason & ‘Grace Magazine’)
It was Christmas and the judge was in fes"ve mood as he asked the accused:
“What are you charged with?”
“Doing my Christmas shopping early.” came the reply.
“That’s not an oﬀence, “ said the judge. “How early were you doing this
shopping?”
“Before the store opened,” the man replied.
A man stopped by the local church to talk to the pastor. He told the pastor,
“I stole a turkey this morning on my way home from work.”
The pastor told him, “That was a terrible thing to do.”
The man replied, “Yes, I know that now, do you want it?”
The pastor replied, “No, take it back and give it to the man you stole it from.”
“I tried to give it back but he refused it.”
The pastor told him, “In that case you keep the turkey.”
The man thanked the pastor and went on his way. When the pastor arrived
home later that day he discovered that his turkey had been stolen!
At a school na"vity play, three young children were cast as the kings. Presen"ng
their gi(s at the stable, the ﬁrst said:
“Gold”, the second: “Myrrh” and the third: “Frank sent this”.
A lady’s watch had been le( on a pew a(er a service. The following Sunday the
Vicar announced that it was in his possession and that the owner could claim it
a(erwards. Concluding the service he said,
“We will now sing hymn number 257, ‘Lord, her watch, thy Church is keeping’.”
Eileen Jones remains in hospital and needs blood donors for more transfusions.
She is also having trouble sleeping and requests tapes of the minister’s sermons.
A passenger plane ﬂew into a severe storm. As the passengers were being
bounced about by the turbulence, a young woman turned to the minister siLng
next to her and nervously asked,
“Reverend, you’re a man of God. Can’t you do something about this storm?”
He replied, “Madam, I’m in sales not management.”
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Matthew 3: 1-12
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Christ Church
Methodist and United Reformed Church
Old Market Avenue, Southgate,
Chichester PO19 1SW

Services:
10:30 am Family Worship
6:00 pm Evening Service
on 4th Sunday in the month

All Age Worship
nd
10:30 am 2 Sunday of the month
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Christ Church is open
Monday to Saturday
from 10 am to 12 noon
for prayer, rest,
chat and coﬀee

All are welcome

9:00 am 2nd Sunday in the month
10:30 am 1st Sunday in the month
•
•
•
•

The Lord's Supper is a holy meal of bread and wine that symbolizes the
body and blood of Christ.
The Lord's Supper recalls the life, death and resurrec"on of Jesus and
celebrates the unity of all the members of God's family.
By sharing this meal, we give thanks for Christ's sacriﬁce and are nourished
and empowered to go into the world in mission and ministry.
We prac"se "open communion", welcoming all who love Christ, repent of
their sin, and seek to live in peace with one another.

Minister:

If a minister’s help is needed please contact

774271

Church Oﬃce:

If there is no one available to answer your call,
please leave a message on the answerphone

531594

Booking Secretary:

Yvonne Piper chichristchurchbookings@gmail.com

785760

Website:

www.christchurchchichester.com

General Church email:

christchurchchi@btconnect.com

Magazine & No ce Sheet editor
and Rolling No ces email:

chichristchurch@googlemail.com
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