Dear Friends
Happy Christmas! We all say it. But do we really know
what it means? Or has it become a safe, seasonal
version of: ‘Have a nice day?’
Let’s take a closer look. The “Happy” part is easy. Who
doesn’t want to be cheery, particularly as winter sets in? Christmas… that’s
where the meaning gets trickier. It’s obviously a reference to Christ. But it has a
deeper meaning. The Old English origin is Cristemaesse… a reference to the
mass. So a ‘Happy Christmas’ was a wish for a joyful Eucharistic celebration as
the focal point of the day. Going a step further, the word mass has its origins in
the Latin…missa… the same root as the word “mission.” And that is Christ’s
constant charge to us, to go forth, to be on a mission, his mission.
So with our focus on the origins and meaning of the day, Christians have to
wonder: What transformed the Nativity, our remembrance of Christ’s birth, into
an occasion to spend too much, eat too much and drink too much? How has
God’s initial act of our redemption come to be celebrated by retail riots on Black
Friday? We could blame it on the pagans… both the contemporary ones and the
ancient ones. Like so many of our traditions, the timing of the yule season was
originally a pagan festival borrowed by the early Christians. So you might say
that it’s only going back to its origins.
Has all the overexcited reaction to Christmas added to the glory of God? Is
Christ honoured by the commercial revelry that surrounds Christmas? If the
pagans have re-emerged to take back their own, who cares? It’s no great loss.
So this Christmas, let’s refocus our attention on where it belongs, on the birth
of Christ; and let the tinsel and fairy lights fall where they
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Luke’s beautiful account is so familiar and so
straightforward that our time here is better spent
searching the significance of the event. Of all the wonders recorded by
scripture, the singular significance of the Nativity is that in those unlikely
circumstances God chose to become man, while remaining God. Let that sink in
for a moment.
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The God, so awesome that the ancient Hebrews would not even whisper his
name, is suddenly among us. Emanuel has come and he’s so much more than
anyone could have expected. To save us, to shake us out of our selfindulgence, to atone for every sin that ever was or will be… the love of God
was made flesh in the person of Jesus Christ. And through him we are
reconciled with God. We have a unique window into his purpose, an open
channel for his love.
Even before the child Jesus could speak, the
circumstance of his birth was his first sermon to us.
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on power and hierarchy. It will be based on service
and sacrifice. The new standard will be love and
humility, rather than micro-management of human behaviour.
In this context, our challenge is not to keep Christ in Christmas. He’s not a
seasonal ornament that we want included along with all the others. Christ
isn’t “in” Christmas. Christ is Christmas. And his Nativity is integral to who he
is. In the person of Jesus, God became like us, so that we could become more
like him. Christmas is not an end in itself. It is a beginning, an initial event.
Stripped of its Christian context, you might as well call it
Christ isn’t “in”
“The Holidays,” or more accurately: “The Year End
Christmas.
Grand Sale and Over-Indulgence Festival.”
Christ is
Christmas!
With all that said, nothing is bigger than the heart of
Jesus. He wants us to be happy. So let’s deck the halls.
Let’s trim the tree. Let’s hang the stockings. Yes, folk will sing “White
Christmas” right along with the carols. But first last and always, let’s
remember the reason for the season, the joy of Christmas is in the miracle,
not in the material; it’s in the mystery, not in the myths. The love of God is
alive and among us, so that every year we can celebrate anew, Jesus Christ is
born today.
Every blessing
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Manse Prayer Garden
The first part of my sabbatical was spent creating a prayer/quiet garden at
the manse. This was building on the work that I had already carried out in
the garden over the past five years. During the summer the garden was
open, for one afternoon, so that any of the pastoral visitors or elders who
were available could come and experience the
spaces. The idea was to keep the number of
visitors to the garden restricted, to allow
everyone to have room to move about and to
use the garden as a place of quiet reflection,
rest and devotion. Many thanks to Richard for
hosting this while I was away.

What is a prayer garden?
Used as a quiet place to relax and recharge, a meditation or prayer garden is
a place of peace and tranquillity. It’s a personal space with no right or
wrong design elements. A prayer garden can be a small, private corner of a
larger garden, or an entire section of your landscaping - maybe designed
around a theme of thoughtful serenity.
Finding a quiet place is the best way to get the
most out of your prayer time. There’s
something peaceful about sitting outdoors
enjoying the “silence” of the birds, the breeze,
and the rustling leaves.
While we can pray anytime and anywhere, it’s
those times we spend in quiet - away from noise and the distractions of our
fast-paced lives - when we can speak from our hearts and listen to what
God is saying.
Jesus Himself would seek time alone to pray to His
father: “Very early in the morning, while it was still
dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a
solitary place, where he prayed” (Mark 1:35). His
actions served as a guide for us to spend time
alone with our Heavenly Father.
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Next year
I hope that, during the spring and summer months next year, I
will be able to open the garden up again for other small
groups to come. The idea is not to have too many people at
one time, so that folk are able to find their own space. I also
hope that we will be able to host a manse garden party next
summer, where as many people as possible are welcome.

Time for Prayer
Micah 6:8.

What does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

As we look at all we possess,
We see your words in the lives of the poor
‘Do justly
Love mercy,
Walk humbly with your God’
May we never be found wanting.
As we pass by on the other side,
We see your words in the lives of the poor
‘Do justly
Love mercy,
Walk humbly with your God’
May we never be found wanting.
As we live by the faith we inherit.
We hear your words in the lives of the poor
‘Do justly
Love mercy,
Walk humbly with your God’
May we never be found wanting.
Amen
Prayer Partners, Commitment for Life

“More things are wrought by prayer
than this world dreams of.”
Alfred Tennyson
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Peter Groves

Churches Together in Chichester
Many seem to have the idea that there is no longer ‘Churches together in
Chichester’ and that somewhere in the dim past it was disbanded. I have been
hearing this for over five years now. This statement always puzzled me
because, during those five years, I have gone to many meetings and been
involved in many projects with Churches Together. I think that this
misunderstanding may be because Churches Together are not doing the things
that they were doing say 10 or 20 years ago - such as study groups and sharing
worship on a regular basis. Churches Together has had to move on because of
the diversity of our worship styles and churchmanship. That being said the
United Service for the week of prayer for Christian unity is taking place, as it
has done over the past few years. Next year it is at the Cathedral on January
21st at 6 pm.
Other projects that Churches Together are either leading or supporting are:
The Anna’s Chaplaincy, The Bell Town after schools project, the Food bank, the
Live Nativity in East Street every December, the giving out of Hot Cross Buns at
the market cross every Good Friday and the City Angels project. Also supporting the Syrian Vulnerable Persons Relocation Scheme, which is already
housing two refugee families in Chichester.
A future project - Churches Together are looking into the homelessness
situation in the city. I know that we at Christ Church looked into this a year or
two ago and were told, from Stonepillow, that for a number of reasons we
shouldn’t go ahead with this. However, now there is an answer to prayer;
Churches Together have picked this up and are looking into using the chapel in
Orchard Street offering emergency shelter in the coldest months of winter
and employing a part time outreach worker to oversee the project. Each
church in the Chichester area is being asked to support this.
Three church leaders have been meeting with various organisations and
statutory bodies over recent months to explore what the churches could do to
assist. Churches Together are looking at running a pilot (January to March
2018) and need funding for a short term project manager, with some changes
needed at the Family Centre on Orchard Street. Churches Together are also
in need of about 20 volunteers a night, (on various teams), to make provision
safe and well run. They need to know which churches are happy to assist with
teams and finances and are hoping that each church can give £500.
Therefore it seems that, from all of the above, Churches Together in
Chichester is alive and well and working together on many projects for the
good of the city and God’s Kingdom.
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Booking forms now available from

3rd—12th
September

Pauline or Richard Crispin
For further details see the notice on the notice
board in Christ Church lounge

2018

Come to the presentation on 18th February
at 4 pm at Christ Church

Cost £1,945
(sharing a twin-bedded
room with private facilities)

This pilgrimage is ATOL protected
by the Civil Aviation Authority

Christmas Angels — calling all knitters
Will you knit some angels as part of an outreach programme we plan to run in
December? We need lots of angels - as many as you can knit between now and
10th December. Each Angel will then be labelled with a Christmas message of
hope for the world. A team will then place the angels in a chosen area of
Chichester where they will be left for the public to find.
This project was first started in 2014 by churches in the North Shields and
Whitley Bay Methodist Circuit. The idea is to knit as many angels as possible.
Gift tags will be attached—(these will be provided) - with a message of love for
Christmas and saying that the angels have come from Christ Church. The tag also
suggests that when someone finds an angel they take a photo of it and either
post it on Facebook or tweet it. The angel is then theirs
to keep.
Full details of the origins of this project and the
blessing it has brought to many people can be found at
http://www.christmasangel.net/info/
Knitting patterns are available in the lounge,
please take one and,

Happy Knitting!
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Council for World Mission
I wrote earlier about the 40th Anniversary of
CWM as recorded by John Ellis the Treasurer. In
a later e-mail Prayer Letter Mr Ellis writes about ‘a remarkable celebration for
the bicentenary (actually next year) of the first missionaries in Madagascar.
The President of Madagascar was on an official visit to Britain and had
suggested a meeting with CWM. This grew into the idea of having a public
celebration service and high tea at Lumen URC (next door to the URC London
offices in Tavistock Place). Her Majesty’s Ambassador to Madagascar, who is
a Christian, was most helpful in making sure we got the protocols correct.
His Excellency the President of the Republic of Madagascar, Mr Hery
Rajaonarimampianina, arrived with an entourage needing five cars and with
the longest surname of any Head of State in the world today. He used to be
an accountant so we could bond easily. The British member Churches of
CWM were all represented in the service and the sermon was preached by
the General Secretary of the Union of Welsh Independents, the Rev’d
Dr Geraint Tudur, marking the fact that the first missionaries were LMS men
from Wales. It was still mid-afternoon when we sang Abide with me; fast falls
the eventide but it is His Excellency’s favourite hymn. After the service he
spoke warmly of the contribution of the Church past and present to the life
of his country. I presented him with a gift from CWM and in return he
presented to CWM a beautifully crafted map of the island made from local
woods’.
An interesting perspective on the value of such organisations as CWM is
given by Mr. Ellis in a report on a financial colloquium bringing together
churches from the European and Caribbean regions of CWM. He writes:
‘Possible action points for the URC from the colloquium include exploring
whether there are dimensions of Brexit trade deals where the British
Churches could usefully be a voice for the perspectives of small nonEuropean states such as the Caribbean nations. Post-Brexit arrangements will
affect, for better or for worse, their trading opportunities with Britain and
some see this moment as a chance to rebalance injustices in economic
relations from past eras.’
Derek Wales
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Global Justice Now—Update
1. TRADE DEMOCRACY
Global Justice Now is concerned that trade deals will be done
in secret with no space for parliamentary or public input and is calling on the
UK Government to include five guarantees that would make the trade process
democratic and accountable:The right of parliament to decide how trade deal negotiations should be carried out.
The right of the public to be consulted as part of setting that mandate.
Full transparency, so that at any given time parliament knows what is happening in trade
deals.
The right of parliament to amend and reject deals.
The right of parliament to review deals and withdraw if necessary.

2. AIDWATCH
Global Justice Now is campaigning against for-profit private development
consultants profiting from the aid budget. Pritti Patel, Secretary of State for
International Development, announced the Government’s plans to crack down on
excessive profiteering from the aid budget by private consultants. This campaign
has had successful media coverage.

3. MIGRANT SOLIDARITY
Global Justice Now is working with partners in the migrant rights field to develop
campaign plans to counteract the ‘hostile environment’ for migrants that is being
created in the UK and ranging across the media regarding access to public services
and the law.

4. CORPORATE POWER/PHARMACEUTICALS
Global Justice Now has published a new report called Pills and Profit.
Why are medicines so expensive? Drug companies can charge runaway prices
because new drugs are protected by legal monopolies. This profit-driven model has
made the pharmaceutical industry the most profitable in the world. Drug
companies justify high prices by claiming they need to recoup their research and
development costs. Most early-stage innovative research is publically funded.
Drug companies often buy up taxpayer funded research and reap the profits from
charging extortionate prices while patients are denied access to vital medicines.
While the UK Government works closely with the CMA (Competition and Markets
Authority) to voluntarily control the pharmaceutical companies’ charges to the NHS
the effect of this on other countries can only be imagined.
Anne Wales
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Saturday,
27 January 2018
10 am for
10:30 am—4 pm
th

Reigate
Methodist Church
High Street,
Reigate,
Surrey RH2 9AE
Bring a team of people from your
church for a panel of diverse
practitioners, facilitated break-out
groups for your ministry’s next steps,
and a keynote address by
Trey Hall, pioneer, writer and
Birmingham Mission Advisor.

Free Event and
lunch provided
but
booking required

“More Verses Between the Leaves"
is another, mainly Christ Church-sourced,
poetry anthology
on behalf of Save the Children
Themes include the Downs, our art group and Aladdin!

£3.50 each
See Terry Timblick for copies

CHRISTMAS DAY 2017
For those who might find themselves alone and would like some company
Venue: Newell Centre, Tozer Road, Chichester
Date: 25th December 2017
Time: 12 noon – 4:30 pm
Contact : Mike or Susan Harvey 01243 697186 to book a place at a table

Transport can be provided—there is no cost
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Organiser: The Rotary Priory

Christ Church Alpha Course
We will be running the Alpha Course in Christ Church on Mondays at 6:30 pm
starting Monday 19th February 2018
Duration: 8-12 weeks. Actual duration to be announced shortly
For whom: Anybody wanting to attend
(both members of Christ Church and other friends)
Course Content: Each meeting will comprise of:
a meal
a short time of worship
30 minute talk (by video)
up to 45 minutes discussion on the talk (coffee & snacks served)
Freewill donations will be received at the meetings to cover the cost of the meal
Next Steps:
The Outreach Team will visit House Groups to talk about the Alpha course
The Outreach Team will put together a team to run the course
(Please talk to a member of the Outreach Team if you would like to help run the course)

Training of the Alpha team

Please start inviting your family and other friends

SOUP LUNCHES
ALL HERE AT CHRIST CHURCH

12 noon -1:30 pm
Advent WEDNESDAYS
In conjunction with our ecumenical partners
29th November
organised by St Richard’s

6th December
organised by the Cathedral

13th December
organised by St. Paul’s & St. Wilfrid’s

20th December
organised by Christ Church

Please support these lunches where your donations will be wisely used by
Christian Aid in its valuable work of relieving poverty and working for justice
around the world.

Give what you can
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Calendar for December, January and February 2018
3rd Dec

10:30 am

Holy Communion

The Rev’d Pauline Crispin

9:00 am
10:30 am

Holy Communion
All age worship

The Rev’d Pauline Crispin
The Rev’d Pauline Crispin

17th Dec

10:30 am
6:00 pm

Family worship
Carol Service*

The Rev’d John Jennings
The Rev’d Pauline Crispin

23rd Dec

4:00 pm

Christingle

The Rev’d Pauline Crispin

24th Dec

10:30 am
11:15 pm

Family worship**
Holy Communion

The Rev’d Pauline Crispin
The Rev’d Pauline Crispin

25th Dec

10:00 am

All age worship

31st Dec

10:30 am
11:00 pm

Family Worship
Watchnight

The Rev’d Pauline Crispin
The Rev’d Pauline Crispin
The Rev’d Pauline Crispin

7th Jan

10:30 am

Family worship

The Rev’d Pauline Crispin

14th Jan

9:00 am
10:30 am

Holy Communion
All age worship

The Rev’d Pauline Crispin
The Rev’d Pauline Crispin

21st Jan

10:30 am

Family worship***

The Rev’d Pauline Crispin

28 Jan

10:30 am
3:30 pm
6:00 pm

Family worship
Messy Church
Evening worship

Mr Jeff Craghill
Debbie Mabbitt
The Rev’d Pauline Crispin

4th Feb

10:30 am

Holy Communion

The Rev’d Pauline Crispin

11th Feb

9:00 am
10:30 am

Holy Communion
All age worship

The Rev’d Pauline Crispin
The Rev’d Pauline Crispin

18th Feb

10:30 am

Family worship

The Rev’d Pauline Crispin

25th Feb

10:30 am
6:00 pm

Family worship
Evening service

Mr Terry Smith
The Rev’d Pauline Crispin

th

10 Dec

th

Toy Service

Covenant Service

For current information and news about services & events:
look out for the posters and flyers in the lounge
or look us up on Facebook
or, better still, don’t forget the Church’s website
www.christchurchchichester.com
12

Come and Celebrate the reason for the season
You are warmly invited to come to any of our services and events
Services throughout the Advent and Christmas season:
3rd Dec 10:30 am Advent Carols
and Holy Communion
10th Dec 10:30 am Toy Service
All age worship
You are invited to bring along
gifts such as toys, toiletries and
other small gifts, or monetary
donations to be passed on to
disadvantaged families.
17thDec 6 pm
Carols by Candlelight*
A service of readings and
Christmas Carols
for all the family—
followed by light refreshments
23rd Dec 4 pm
Christingle service for all ages

24thDec 10:30 am Family worship
Carols, Prayer and Praise
To nominate a carol, post a piece of paper
with the name of the carol in the box
in the lounge by 10th December
24th Dec 11:15 pm Christmas Eve
Holy Communion
Christmas Day 10 am
All age worship
A time of sharing and joyfully celebrating the
birth of Jesus. You are invited to bring along a
gift you have received for a
‘show and tell’ session.
31st Dec 10:30 am Family worship
31st Dec 11 pm Watchnight service
to welcome in the New Year.
21st Jan 10:30 am at Christ Church***

Carol Singing outside the Theatre
Last year over £3000 raised for
Stonepillow!
Dates in December:

Joanne Kondabeka from the Foodbank
st

21 Jan 6 pm at the Cathedral
Churches Together United Service
for the week of prayer for Christian Unity

Evenings
Sat 16 & Mon 18th—Sat 23rd
Matinees
th
Tue 19 , Wed 20th, Fri 22nd & Sat 23rd

11th Feb 4 pm at Westergate

th

Circuit Service—
return the ToiletTwinning boxes

Details on times to follow

Spring Magazine deadline
Sunday, 4th February 2018
email contributions to
chichristchurch@googlemail.com
or put in envelope marked
‘Church Magazine’ & put through
letterbox in the Church Office

Next Church Meeting
Thursday,
22 February 2018
7:30 pm
nd

13

comes to Christ Church!
Rehearsals are well under way for Pilgrim Players production of
Aladdin. All is going well and I am confident that Aladdin will be as
successful as our previous Snow White production. The performances will be at
Christ Church in February 2018 on:

Thursday 8th at 7 pm; Friday 9th at 7 pm & Saturday 10th at 3 pm
You may remember that we had folk standing at the Snow White performances
and to avoid this happening again and to comply with safety regulations it has
been decided that admission will be by ticket.

Tickets will be on sale in December
Adults £8; £2 for accompanied children up to the age of sixteen.
Price includes interval refreshments. Profits will go to Save The Children.
Please put the dates in your diary and come with friends and family to an
evening or afternoon of fun and laughter!
Contact Doreen on 07732315807 for tickets

Church Income and Expenditure
Whilst Church operating costs fell slightly during the last year, partly owing to
efficiency improvements achieved under the Look and See project, the
coming twelve months may not be so good. We will have to cover significantly
increased external costs – a large part due to big increases in the Assessment
charge (another name for the Ministry and Mission payment) that we shall
have to pay to the West Sussex (Coast and Downs) Circuit, and in our energy
bills (which are rising for all energy consumers). The cost per day of running
Christ Church may increase from £210 last year, to as much as £250 (worst
case) during the coming year. Income from our Sunday offertories has been
slightly falling for several years. Obviously it will be very helpful if we can stop
this trend!
If you do not already make your offering through a bank standing order, please
note that this is easily arranged, and ensures that your gifts are automatically
and regularly received by the Church, even during periods when you are
unable to attend on Sundays. Standing Order forms are available in the
Church Lounge, or by request via email to richard@spong.org.uk, and can be
used to set up a new payment, or to modify your existing payment.
Thank you for the financial support that you give to Christ Church.
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Look & See
“Seeing is believing” a phrase that came to me when seeing our new sliding
doors at Christ Church for the first time and then reflecting on four positive
aspects:
1* The “wow” factor in terms of design.
2* Allowing more light into our lovely downstairs space.
3* Effectively integrating the Lounge and Worship Area ,
symbolic of reaching out to all.
4* The Future – solid doors to take us beyond today.
This is the last major improvement downstairs so I want to thank all team
members and others who have given so much time and energy in creating
such a lovely environment in which to meet and worship. Renewed paint
work, new furniture and fixtures and new facilities downstairs and upstairs
have all contributed to making Christ Church a renewed welcoming place.
A special thank you to Richard Spong, our Look & See project leader, who
has used his considerable skills in moving the project forward and keeping
the team and the whole church aware of the process. There are a few details
to be resolved and the L & S team will continue to work on these, listen to
any concerns and work to find solutions.
Let’s give thanks to God for the vision that began this process and for the
dedication of all those involved in ”seeing” it through.
Doreen Field – Chair of Look & See

Church Back Door Lock
For both Safeguarding and Security reasons, the Property Committee has
decided that it is necessary to change the lock on the back door to the
Church premises, and re-issue new keys to all authorised keyholders.
All existing keyholders who have valid reasons to be authorised will be asked
to re-apply for their new key. Applications will be considered by a small
group of Trustees and Property Committee members that will be established
for this specific purpose.
Application Forms are available in the Church Lounge.
This is not a small task to organise. It will take some weeks to complete and
your patience will be appreciated. Existing door keys will operate as normal
until the change-over date, which will be announced in due course.
RS
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Augusta Court Care Home Cluster Report
Chichester Anna Chaplaincy has a cluster group that is visiting Augusta Court
Care Home. We have been welcomed into the care home by the residents and
staff. Anna Befriending visits take place on a Monday afternoon fortnightly, and
this alternates with the Fellowship Group that is co-ordinated by Immanuel
Church.

Befriending Visits
We spend time with individual residents who would like
company. Our approach is led by the person to whom we are speaking. A
typical afternoon may be spent with residents in the lounges, or visiting people
in their flatlets if they prefer. For example, one week a resident who had been
admitted recently was feeling disorientated and anxious about her
surroundings. We were able to be with her and support her simply by being a
sympathetic presence. She showed us her family photographs and pictures
that indicated her interests and life prior to being in care. Our role is to be in
the moment with the person, a friendly face that is fully focused on whoever
we are speaking with, and to be sensitive to the emotions that they are
experiencing while offering affirmation and comfort.

Immanuel Fellowship Group
This is led by Keith and Marjorie Pattison and is supported by
an ecumenical group. Keith, the worship leader, carefully plans the services;
one of the group plays the piano. There are hymns, songs, Bible and secular
readings, as well as stories, quizzes and jokes. The Fellowship Group contribute
to the service. We have just had a very successful Harvest Service. The
popularity of the services is shown in that over half of all the residents in the
home attend, and the downstairs lounge is packed! A microphone is used so
everyone can hear. It is a truly wonderful experience to be sat with residents
and experience the delight and joy that these services evoke.
We feel very lucky and blessed to be given the opportunity to be part of the
life of Augusta Court. We recognise that we are able to do what we do through
the Holy Spirit that guides, supports and strengthens us.
‘… the power of work within us that is able to accomplish abundantly
far more than we can ask or imagine’ (Ephesians 3: 20).
‘I can do all things through him that strengthens me’ (Philippians 4: 13)
and we give thanks.
Augusta Court Cluster Group
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Resourcing the spiritual journey
of older people
Charity number 1172058

www.chichesterannachaplaincy.org.uk
AN INVITATION TO VOLUNTEER
ARE YOU: Someone who wants to walk with older people, who enjoys
listening to stories- and can tell one or two! – and who brings love, peace, and
the presence of God with them?
WHO WE ARE: Volunteers drawn from Chichester churches who have a heart
for older people and their lives
WHAT WE DO: Provide a spiritual befriending service in the City of Chichester,
currently working in 6 local Care Homes, reaching out to residents who are
room bound and bed bound
WHAT WE WANT: Volunteers who have a heart for older people and their
spiritual needs, can explore what gives hope, meaning and value
WHAT YOU CAN GIVE: Two hours a week and being present
WHAT YOU CAN GET: Training, the enrichment of contact with older people,
fulfilment, support and new skills gained from working with older people, of
any faith or none, and with fellow volunteers from different churches
WHAT YOU CAN DO: Contact David Cooke via
chichester.anna.chaplaincy@gmail..com
WHEN? Now, please!

Dementia Friendly Carol Service
Chichester Cathedral
6th December
2:30pm
Chichester Cathedral and Chichester Anna Chaplaincy
are holding a Carol Service for people living with dementia,
their carers, families and friends
Please come and join us at this wonderful and joyous service
to celebrate the birth of Jesus
More information is available from Gill Constable
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Adoption of Toilet Twinning
as a
Justice and Peace Circuit project
culminating in a service
at Westergate at 4 pm on 11th February 2O18
The Justice and Peace Group was born in 2011 in the belief that great oaks from
little acorns grow ‘Act justly, love mercy and walk humbly with our God’ Micah ch6 v8.
The group defined Social Justice as an idea of creating a society based on the
principles of equality and solidarity, accepting the values of human rights and
dignity of every human being. We meet 4-6 times a year to bring forward various
projects of concern.
In 2017 the group commissioned a report to look at Water as a subject, which is
a world- wide source of injustice and inequality. John Carr prepared and
presented the report on our behalf; as you may imagine, there is a great deal of
material available. Your Circuit Council rep has a copy of the summary.
We concluded that there is good news, but still much to do and posed the
question, how does the West Sussex (Coast and Downs) Circuit fit into the Worldwide picture? The problem is massive, but each journey starts with one small
positive step.
In Central African Republic, Ericaine and her family fled to a camp when militia
destroyed their community. At first, they had only a tarpaulin to shield them
from the rain, and nothing to protect them from hunger, diarrhoea and typhoid.
Many young children fell sick, and some even died. Women were forced to
venture into the bush to go to the toilet, risking attack.
Everything changed when we supported a project that installed proper toilets and
handwashing stations in the camp, and made the water supply safe to drink.
One third of the world’s population don’t have somewhere safe to go to the
toilet. They have to use fields, streams, rivers, railway lines, canal banks,
roadsides, plastic bags, or disease-breeding buckets. Every 20 seconds a child
dies from diarrhoeal diseases. Investing in sanitation is one of the most costeffective forms of aid. For every £1 spent on water and sanitation programmes
£8 is returned through saved time, reduced health costs and increased
productivity.
Toilet Twinning raises funds to enable people living in poor communities to
have clean water, a basic toilet, and to learn about hygiene — a vital
combination that helps end generational poverty.
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The Project
West Sussex (Coast and Downs) Circuit Churches
are committed to a project for Toilet Twinning,
nominating their choice of country for twinning,
and that as many members and groups associated
with the church in any way be encouraged to get
involved. A certificate of twinning will be issued to
be displayed locally. Christ Church is going to ‘twin’
one of its toilets but would like individuals/
families to twin their own. Some leaflets and
collecting boxes are available from Pam Parsons. Please apply for any extra
boxes and/or leaflets direct from “Toilet Twinning”.
Send any money collected direct to Toilet Twinning with an email copy to
Audrey Gray, (aglg.bracken2@gmail.com) , who will keep a running record of
totals collected; the information will then be shared at a Circuit service at 4 pm
on 11th February 2018 at Westergate.

How does it work?
For £60, you can twin your toilet with a single, household latrine in an
impoverished community.
For £240, you can twin with a school block or a displacement camp block.
You’ll receive a certificate to hang in your Ioo — featuring a photo of your toilet
twin, the latrine’s location and even its GPS coordinates so you can find your
twin online!
For more information visit www.toilettwinning.org
United Nations Development Programme.
Please send cheques payable to Toilet Twinning to:
Toilet Twinning, 1052-1054 Christchurch Road,
Bournemouth, Dorset BH7 6DS
Tel: 0300 3213217
info@toilettwinning.org - www.toilettwinning.org
Tearfund is a Registered Charity Number 26544
(England and Wales)

← If you want to collect loose change
the collecting box comes as a piece of card
like this which you fold to create your box.
It helps to stabilise the collecting box,
if you strategically use a little sticky tape.
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Messy Church was started by Lucy Moore in Hampshire
who felt there was a need for families, who have ‘mess’ in
their lives, to have a time for all of the family (including grandparents, aunts
and uncles etc) to get together in a supportive environment in a local church.
The atmosphere is very relaxed; however there is a definite structure to the
afternoon/morning. Messy Church has grown continually and is now worldwide in America, New Zealand, Australia and Canada and many other countries.
(For more information visit www.messychurch.org.uk).

History

Jon Baker,
who was
Christ Church’s lay worker, started Messy Church at Christ Church with his wife,
Heather, more than ten years ago. There is a dedicated team of helpers,
coordinated by Tina Twaites, who ensure that each session runs smoothly and
is enjoyed by all.

What happens at Christ Church?

Each session has a theme. There are a number of crafts and activities that
reflect all or part of the theme. These can include: biscuit decorating, modelling
in clay and makings things from paper and card—sometimes in 3D. One
member of the team runs each of these and has the opportunity to share this
by talking to the participants. Ideally all the families take part in all the crafts
and activities.
Once everyone has had the opportunity to be creative they move into the
Church for a time of celebration which includes music, singing, prayer and a
talk linked to the theme by the Worship Leader—(currently either Debbie
Mabbitt or the Rev’d Pauline Crispin). Participants are invited to share what
they have done.
Following the celebration everyone sits down for tea in the church lounge —
enjoying pizza, chicken nuggets, sandwiches, home-made cakes and other
delicious foods!
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Each number
represents a
letter of the
alphabet
Substitute
the correct
letter for the
numbers to
reveal the
coded words

Luke 2:1-20
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Christ Church
Methodist and United Reformed Church
Old Market Avenue, Southgate,
Chichester PO19 1SW

Services:
10:30 am Family Worship
6:00 pm Prayerful, reflective service
on 4th Sunday in the month

All Age Worship
nd
10:30 am 2 Sunday of the month
Sacrament of Holy Communion

Christ Church is open
Monday to Saturday
from 10 am to 12 noon
for prayer, rest,
chat and coffee

All are welcome

9:00 am 2nd Sunday in the month
10:30 am 1st Sunday in the month
•
•
•
•

The Lord's Supper is a holy meal of bread and wine that symbolizes the
body and blood of Christ.
The Lord's Supper recalls the life, death and resurrection of Jesus and
celebrates the unity of all the members of God's family.
By sharing this meal, we give thanks for Christ's sacrifice and are nourished
and empowered to go into the world in mission and ministry.
We practise "open communion", welcoming all who love Christ, repent of
their sin, and seek to live in peace with one another.

Minister:

The Rev’d Pauline Crispin BA (Hons) paulinecrispin@yahoo.co.uk 771338

Church Office:

If there is no one available to answer your call,
please leave a message on the answerphone

Booking Secretary:

Yvonne Piper yvonne@yepiper.co.uk

531594
785760

Website:

www.christchurchchichester.com

General Church email:

christchurchchi@btconnect.com

Newsletter and Notice Sheet editors’ email:

chichristchurch@googlemail.com
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