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Musings from the Manse

Well, we’ve almost made it to Christmas Day – and whatever you’ve planned for the
coming week - I hope it will bring you joy as we celebrate the Light of the World coming
to us in the darkest time of the year.
Usually, the last few days before the big day are spent frantically rushing round getting
last minute presents and food, or going through the TV guide picking out what you want
to watch over the holiday.
Apart from the endless repeats of movies from years gone by and the Christmas
specials that sometimes do live up to expectations, might I offer you something a little different that you
might want to check out.
The other day my sister sent me a link to a Christmas Special that was broadcast on YouTube – put together
by musicians and the creator of what has become a crowdfunding phenomenon – ‘The Chosen’. It’s called
‘Christmas with The Chosen’ and here is the link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T5ftnTK9-3w
Starting off in 2017, ‘The Chosen’ is the first multi-season adaptation of the life of Jesus, written by Dallas
Jenkins, and the whole project was started off with him filming a piece for his church about the birth of Jesus.
You can view episodes and many other features on its creators and the more in depth Bible research that was
done, through their YouTube channel; and, hopefully, soon the DVD boxset of Season 1 will be available in the
U.K. I don’t feel that this is just another media gimmick and, from the reviews that have been published,
there are many others who are calling it very powerful in its portrayal of the Gospel.
Whatever you end up watching, however you celebrate this Christmas Day, may Christ be at the centre of all
you do – as they say, ‘Jesus is the reason for the season’!!
Yours in Christ,
Helen <><

Word for Today Luke 1: 26-30
Meditation of Mary, the mother of Jesus
Don’t be afraid, he said!
As though angels popping up out of the blue are two a penny, no cause for concern.
Well, I’m sorry, but I was petrified - caught between the urge to run and scream.
And when he started on about being favoured by God, blessed among women, it only made things worse.
Who was I to be singled out, I to be chosen – a nobody like me from Nazareth?
Whoever this guy was, he’d come to the wrong house, and the sooner he was gone the better.
But he didn’t go and, somehow, despite myself, I listened - my amazement growing by the second - as he talked
of a child I would bear, a saviour, who would rule over the house of David and whose kingdom would never
end.
‘How can this be?’ I asked. ‘For a start, I’m still a virgin!’
But he wasn’t finished yet, not by a long way – this child he spoke of to be, not just my son, but God’s too, conceived by his Spirit.
Well, if I was troubled before, I’d more reason to be then; for this was mind-blowing stuff - certain to turn the
world upside down and change my life for ever.
Yet, somehow, I suddenly felt strangely calm, happy to accept whatever was asked of me - no questions asked.
Why? Because, if God was really speaking and could actually use someone as ordinary as me, then surely
nothing was beyond him - however impossible it might seem.
The future was in his hands - not mine - and what better place could there be to leave it!

Prayer
Mighty and mysterious God,
for all kinds of reasons we don’t find faith easy.
We consider what is asked of us, the scale of your challenge,
and we feel small, incapable of rising to it.
We come up against questions of faith,
and struggle for answers,
so much seeming to defy explanation.
And though part of us longs to serve you,
another part rebels, preferring to serve self instead.
resisting your call and turning from your way.
Help us, despite everything that fights against you,
that deflects us from the path of faithful discipleship,
to stay true, nonetheless.
Give us the courage, confidence and conviction we need
to understand what you want from us
and gladly to respond.
Amen.
(adapted from ‘A Most Amazing Man’ by Nick Fawcett)

The Bognor Christmas Blessing video
15 churches from across the district were able to contribute to the Bognor Christmas Blessing video! The
Churches bring a message of Hope each Christmas as we share the truth of God coming to earth – Emmanuel:
God with Us. In the absence of an active Churches Together website and social media, it has been agreed for
the video to be uploaded to The Salvation Army YouTube & Instagram channels and Facebook Page.
The following link will go live on Monday 21st December at 9 am. YouTube - https://youtu.be/GuE9EcNmKBI

TWENTY TWENTY
by Judith (a long-term friend of Anne and Gerry Barry)

Twenty twenty has been a sad year So many deaths and living in fear.
All those livelihoods going down the drain,
People with businesses they can’t sustain.
Those Downing Street briefs are so confusing We can’t take in the stats’ they’re using.
We know the scientists are doing their best,
But sometimes their figures just make us depressed.

This horrible virus keeps giving us grief
And we badly need some kind of relief.
The news of a vaccine has brought us some hope.
Now we feel better able to cope.

Again, we have to stay at home No family or friends - just speak on the ‘phone.
Not allowed out for a drink down the pub
Or to a restaurant for a bit of grub.

So, let’s look forward to a time next Spring,
With all the new life it will surely bring.
We hope our lives can begin to recover
And we find the things we want to discover.

We don’t like our lives being put on hold
Or feel we have to be controlled
Time goes by in a bit of a blur
And we think of all the things we’ve had to defer.

We’ll never forget this horrible year So much loss and so much fear.
May the future bring us back some fun
And we can have that again in Twenty Twenty One

(In spades!)

